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THE UNDER SECRETARY OF DEFENSE
3010 DEFENSE PENTAGON
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20301-3010

08 SEP 200

AcauisiTion AN
SechinoLoaT

MEMORANDUM FOR ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF THE ARMY
(ACQUISITION LOGISTICS AND TECHNOLOGY)
ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF THE ARMY
(INSTALLATIONS AND ENVIRONMENT)
ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF THE NAVY
(RESEARCH, DEVELOPMENT AND ACQUISITION)
ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF THE NAVY
(INSTALLATIONS AND ENVIRONMENT)
ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF THE AIR FORCE (ACQUISITION)
ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF THE AIR FORCE
(MANPOWER, RESERVE AFFAIRS, INSTALLATIONS AND
ENVIRONMENT)
DIRECTOR FOR LOGISTICS, JOINT STAFF (1-4)
DIRECTOR, DEFENSE LOGISTICS AGENCY
DIRECTOR, DEFENSE CONTRACT MANAGEMENT AGENCY
DIRECTOR, DEFENSE COMMISSARY AGENCY

Subject: European Community (EC) Decision on the Entry of Non-Manufactured Wood
Products (NMWP) into Europe

“The purpose of this memorandum is tc respond to the EC Emergency Decision. This measure
is published in the Official Journal of the European Communities, “Commission Decision of
March 12, 2001, on temporary emergency measures in respect of wood packing comprised in
whole or in part of non-manufactured coniferous wood originating in Canada, China, Japan and
the U.S. (Notified under document number C920010694).”

Based on concerns about invasive species, particularly the Pinewood Nematode, the EC
issued en Emergency Decision on March 12, 2001, to regulate NMWP shipped into Europe. The
EC decision will take effect on October 1, 2001, and from that point onward, no untreated
Softwoods should be shipped to Europe from listed originating countries. The United Nations
(UN) International Plant Protection Convention (IPPC) is drafting 2 similar measure to establish
international standards for NMWP and the prevention of various wood pests with an anticipated
effective date of April 2003. NMWP is defined as non-manufactured wood pallets, skids, boxes,
crates, etc. that has pot had sufficient processing to kill pests present in the raw wood. Since
most DoD cargo is palletized, crated, boxed, etc. with NMWP, the impact is significant. Onc of
the approved methods for eliminating this pest is to beat-treat (HT) the wood so that the corc
temperature of each piece of treated wood will reach 56°C (133°F) for 30 minutes (56/30).
Fumiaation and pressure treatment are also approved methods of treating wood; however, duc to
environmental considerations these methods should be limited. The European decision does not
affect processed wood, such as plywood, used in packaging and crating.
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Effective immediately, all DoD activities will take, as a minimum, the following actions to
2 that no CONUS or U.S. originated OCONUS DoD shipments to Europe will be

frustrated:

2. Moify All appropriate contracts for materiel and direct vendor deliveries to require any/all
wood lumber, pallets, boxes, crates, ctc. delivered to a DoD activity, worldwide, be heat-treated
under the 56/30 requirements and marked to the American Lumber Standards Committee

(ALSC) NMWP policy and enforcement standards.

b. Require that all wood pallets, boxes, crates, etc. ordered/delivered from vendors be heat-
treated and marked to the American Lumber Standards Committee (ALSC) NMWP policy and

enforcement standards.

. Require that all bulk lumber procured for the fabrication of pallets, boxes, crates, efc., be
certified and marked as a part of the fabrication process, to the ALSC NMWP policy and
enforoement standards. Activities using ALSC-certified Jumber to make or repair wooden boxes
or crates, skids and pallets, etc., must bave formal processing procedures and documentation to
ensure that only certified lumber leaves their fabrication point.

d. Initiate acceptable measures to ensure all existing stocks of NMWP that are destined for the
EC are pest free. Once treated, these wood products must be marked to the ALSC NMWP.

policy and enforcement standards

e Establish, ir conjunction with the U.S. Department of Agriculture Animal Plant Health
Lnspection Service (the U.S. lead for this matter), ALSC or an ALSC-aceredited agency,
acoepiable procedures for inspecting sofiwood axd bardswood pallets, boxes. crates, etc. for signs
of pest infestation (i.c., worm boles greater than 3mm in diameter; presence of bark; grub marks;
and, an average moisture content of greater than 20 percent).

£, Inspect, certify, replace or treat wood pallets, boxes, crates, etc. on all pre-positioned
vessels, during routine rotation cycles.

& Ensure all DoD shippers create an inspection/verification routine to ensure all wood pallets,
bones, crates, etc. leaving CONUS and OCONUS shipping activities, destined for Europe, meet
the EC Decision.

b, Ensure that all non-coniferous (unregulated) wood used in shipments be identified and
certified as exempt from the EC decision.

Although shipments to European destinations are a priority for this effort, DoD activities
should begin to make this a standard procedure for all shipments worldwide in anticipation of the

pending U.N. decision on pest control

E.C. Aldridge,Jr.
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ce:
COMMANDANT, U.S. MARINE CORPS
CUMMANDANT, U.S. COAST GUARD
COMMANDER, US TRANSCOM




