PACKAGING AND SHIPMENT OF EXISTING STOCK

1.Packaging:

a. Effective immediately, all packaging operations will use heat treated NMWP for international shipments.

b. There will not be a total repack of existing stock.  Installations will repack only as necessary incidental to shipment.

c. Only the procuring command’s packaging engineering personnel can authorize changes to item packaging requirements.

2. Shipment:

 a. Installations will use present inventory for CONUS shipments whenever practical.

 b. All existing NMWP will be inspected prior to international shipment, as follows:

        
     (1) If the NMWP is under 5 years old, inspect to ensure that there are no wormholes greater than 3mm in diameter; that there is no bark; and that the average moisture content is less than 20 percent.  Moisture meters will comply with the criteria at Attachment 3.  Pallets will not be depalletized for inspection purposes.  Visible surfaces only need to be inspected.

  (a) If NMWP meets the inspection criteria, certify the material as pest free by checking the appropriate box on the form at Attachment 1 and by applying the Pest Free tag at Attachment 2 to at least two sides of pallet load (not top or bottom).  Affix Attachment 1 to the inside of the shipping container door.  If boxes are not part of palletized load, each box will be marked once on one side.

       (b) If NMWP does not meet any one of these criteria, the item shall be re-packed into compliant packaging material. 

(2) If the NWMP is over 5 years old, follow steps in paragraphs (1), (a), and (b) above, except that moisture content readings are not required.

     (3) Installations that produce wood packaging material will purchase compliant material from an ALSC certified manufacturer.

(4) An effective audit trail is required at each installation.

3. Army Prepositioned Stocks (APS):

a. During routine maintenance cycles of APS vessels, repacking, inspection, and certification, as identified in paragraph 2b(2).

b. APS material currently prepositioned overseas does not require inspection or repack; until such time that they will be shipped to another country.  At that time, follow procedures in paragraph 2b(2).

                              

c. Item managers of CONUS-based APS material and operational projects shall ensure that this material is compliant.  
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